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Re YE L, XIV. Ver. 13, 


And T heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying” unto nie,” ” 
Write, Bleſſed are the dead which dye m the Lord, 
from henceforth , yea ſaith the Spirit ,” that they: 
3th from their labours, and their works do follow 


He more attentively we conſider the 
Chriſtian Religion in any of irs parts, 
we find greater grounds for the confir- 

mation both of its Author and excellency ; fo in; 
finitely does-it ſurpaſs all thoſe wricings of that 
nature , which the great Sages of the World, 
have, with ſo much ſuperciliouſnels on their 
part, and, admiration from their reſpective fol: 
lowers, I may add too ( all things conſidered ) | 
not without meriting due praiſe from us, delive- |. 
red to their Scholars. 2 
And this will appear evident and undeniable 

if we but parallel them in any of the chief heads; 
for inſtance,, in the principles upon which our Re- 
ligion does proceed, the precepts zt contains, and 
the rewards it appoints ; which diviſion will com- 
prize the ſumm of what we profeſs ; In all which 
the great Maſters of Heathen wiſdom, do plain- 
ly diſcover, either a great deal of Ignozance, or 
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malice, in prevaricating that light they had re- 
fleted upon them from'Jewiih: tradition, ſo that 
It may be well doubred whether their Symbolick 
Divinity were not defign'd rather to conceal their 
6wn Ignorance in what they pretended to, than 
to fecure the rites and myſteries thereof from the 
yulgar's profanation. For example : 

1. Take firft the Principles, thoſe truths that 
are the Baſis and foundation of. our Religion ; 
ſuch as are the Being and Nature: of God, the 
Creation -of - the World, the Fall of man; and 
his Redemption by a Meſſtas, the Immorrtality 
of the Soul, and the Reſurre&ion ; tis plain the 
whole Pliloſophick 'wworl$ had none; or but a 
very imperfe& knowledge of almaſt all of them; 
However fome,: of theit : laviſh Charity, - have 
endeavour'd to ſqueeze as much from their "wri- 
tings : Nay, that they were not without ſome 
knowledge of our greateſt Myſteries, wiz,. of 
a Meſſias under- their Daimon;-Latriz,: andieven of 
the Trinity-in Plato's Triad, and' the Reſutrecti- 
on of the body, under the Indians: Palm-genefts : 
But no body that has any veneration either. for: 
the Scriptures, - or but for Truth inigeneral;';bur 
muſt ſee and acknowledge that all- this is burtor- 
cur'dfromchem. oo 1 + fete 

- Nor may we deny this further, that-whatever 
Notions of this kind they had, were bur _—_ 
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nal in reſpe& of their Origine, and conjeRtu-, 
ral in: reference to their ambiguity and uncer-" 
tainty. | , 

2. The like is to be ſaid of their Rules and 
Precepts of virttdous living. For we may not de- 
trac thus much- from- them; that they have, re-.. 
commended many excellent Inſtitutes- to their, 
Sets. You ſhall colletamong theny many. ye- 
ry admirable ſayings, fuch as thele ; 

'- To know our ſelves ;: to abſtain from. -uice ; to-bear 
affliftions : to de juſtly, . and ſpeak' truly % tans 44vx5s. 
do as we would be = by; and many. more. 

Indeed for that kind of Divinity which - was 
deducible from the. Riles of. common prudence 
and” obſervation, and depended nor: chiefly -or 
ſolely upon-Divine Revelation, they have done 
extraordinary well.; And if'they. had not fur-. 
niſh'd us with ſo many famers examples of Ver-- 
tie too, it would 'nor-refleRiſo much upon the. 
Profeflors of Chriſtianity, , whigh- in the ſpiritua- 
liry of its precepts hag-as' far 'exceeded all that, 
they have writ, as fome of their Lives havemoſt 
of ours; thongh-that be not to.be mmpured to. our 
Religion, . unleſs ic were juſtly chargeable-upon, 
the vitioſity or defeRt.of its Principles or Rules. 

Thus miſerably however do- we campenſate. 
the Divine culture ; and as if Niture —_— 
great a diſparity betwixt mankind, would _ f 
ance 
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lance the Heathen with che.Chriftian World ; by. 
oppoling their Imperte&t Knowledge, bur ſeverer 
Vertue,to our divincrLaws,but greater licentioul- - 
neſs in Practice: Many of them having,by as great 
proportions exceeded us in their endeavours after 
goodnels, as we do them in the knowledge and 
other means of ir. | 

3. Laſtof all ( which brings it ro our preſent 
ſubject ) Chriſtianity propounds nothing but up- 
onthe faircſt and ſureſt encouragement imaginable: 
For the happineſs of our Religion is both tran- 
{cendently {uperiour to their diſcoveries and ac 
compts of it; and then allo we are ſufficiently 
and unqueſtionably afſur'd hereof, i e. 'tis not 
recommended, ro us upon plauſible per{waſions 
| and inconcluſive: arguments,: but in the genuine 

ſence of St. Paul's expreſſions, 1 Corinth. 24 
in demomſtration ofthe Spirit and Power, 

So that we lee-here,is'a Kind of peculiar excel- 
lency inthe'Holy Scriptures, above allthe Syſtems 
of the; greateſt Moraliſts ; the foundation of, our 
Obedience being, laid" upon (clearer, and better 
principles, -4hc: practice -of our obedience being 
carried higher by. the tpirituality of irs commands, 
and the rewards of qur- obedience being incom- 
parably greater , than what' we can conceive , 


miuch:lets could they promiſe or beſtouy. 
'Tis 


ven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed, &c. 
1n we have theſe following particulars principally 


; neſs, thoſe rewards, whic 
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+ *Fis the laſt of theſe that is contain'd in the 


Texr, and for which I am to be further ac- 


- comptable to ye in the proſecution of the 


words [| have read. And ITheard a woice from Hea- 


Where- 


to be obſerved. 

1. The happineſs of good men delcrib'd by 
its general nature, they are bleſſed, and by its inte- 
oral parts, they reſt from their labours, and their works 


do follow them. 


2.” The Security and Evidence pon which this 
happineſs is promis'd and aſſerted , yea ſaith the 


| Op! rit, 


;. The time of its perfetion and accompliſh- 


ment, partly in this life, bur nor tully nor com- 
pletely till death, ſaying, Bleſſed are the dead-that 


dy: in he Lord. 
4. And laſtly, the Influence which the conſ1de- 


ration of theſe premiſſes ought ro have upon us, 
. both in Life and Death, in reference to Obedi- 


jence and Patience. And. 


I. To begin with the __ of chat happi- 

are propounded to us 
for the encouragement of our Obedience and Pa- 
tience : Which are fo great, that Iam utterly ig- 
norant by what meaſures to deſcribe them to ye. 


he. 
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The nature of that Celeſtial bliſs as far tranfcend- 
ing all our preſent felicities, by which we ſhould 
judge of it; as it docs the very capacity of our 
meriting It. 

Sir Francis Bacon has oblerv'd, We can have 
but a very imperfeC& accompr of thoſe things , 
which recced any whit near thoſe extzeams of No- 
thing and , becaule either by their parvity 
or immenſity, they elude or confound our know- 
ledge. 

And eſpecially the latter, which choak the 
underſtanding ; and is like the beholding of the 
Sun, whole light and luſtre, by which we diſ- 
cem other objefts, marrs, and dimms our 

-ſight. 

Such is the tranſcendent excellency of our fu- 
ture bliſs, at once the delight and amazement of 
our Intelle&uals. 

In the deſcription whereof our higheſt exprel- 
ſions are ſo far from being hyperbolical, that , 
they amount but to a Litotes ; ſo thar after our ut- | 
moſt endeavours we mult content our (elves with * 
St. Pauls account of it, in his Firſt and Second* 

;Ep.c.2. Epiſtles ro the Cormthians, his % «ri, and his 

= <4Y 3 ifdr aeniou, wnutterable, for that I take to be the 

12.v.4., meaning (and not as we render it unlawful) of 
ix i£3r, and alſo unconceiveable, 
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So inevitably ſhould we diminiſh the Glory 
of Heaven, by any expreſſion, illuſtration, or 
paralle] whatever. | 

Which happineſs of ours conſiſts of, and is 
integrated by theſe two parts. 

The total privation of all evil. 

And the aggregate enjoyment of all good. 

Both which as they are neceſſarily requiſite ro 
the nature of the thing, 1o-are they contain'd in 
the very notion of the word. | 

For as the plurality of the Hebrew.xvord YYUN 
[. /ſhret | oſtendit omnigenam. beatitudhnem ; { more 
expreſly does the Etymology of the Greek word 
an{wer hereunto, wexdzvs either from ji «i, im- 
munity from evil, or wiyz xalgor extremity of joy ; 
and accordingly 'tis deſcrib'd in my Text, firſt 
Privatively, and then Poſitively. 

1. For the privative part, Reſt from their labours, or 


. which isall one, Immunity from Evil, by which 


this happineſs is oft-rimes deſcrib'd : for though 
the privation hereof ſimply and abſolutely ſigni- 


4 fienopart hereof, the abſence eſpecially ; for by 


” thatreaſon you might call a ſtock or ſtone or any 


- other inſen{ible creature happy, as by the other 


a Horle or Dog might be laid to be ſo when dead: 
yet inaſmuch as it'is more than a negation , 
namely the being deliver'd from a world of mi- 
lery wherewith weare now infeſted, and more 

B which 
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which we had deſerved, and were once obnoxi- 
ous to, which we alſo then behold in others of 
the ſame make and nature with us; the contem- 
plarion hereof, by which it {o widely differs from 
both the Inſtances, muſt needs fill our mind with 
an ineffable delight and ſatisfaction. 

Or ar leaſt if this indolency be no part of our 
happineſs, yet is it fo abſolutely needful to it, 
that we cannot tell well how to conceive of it 
without this; and much lefs can ſuch a thing be 
as perfect happineſs and degrees of miſery con- 
joyn'd together. 

Nor did ever any Sect of Philoſophers think 
otherwiſe, but thole ſullen and ſelf will'd Sto- 
icks, That ever any body ſhould be lo mad to 
cry out in the ,extremity of pain and milery , 
Quan ſuave, quam dulce hoc eft, qran hoc non curo ! 
And I cannor but laugh at Poſſidonius his Rant, 
Niu agis, O Dolor, &c, 

There afe divers inſtances of ſuch who have 
born moſt exquiſite miſeries even to admiration, 
25 well out of a kind of hardineſs of nature, as 
oreatneſs of mind ; and inthat they were leſs mi- 
terable' than the delicate and impatient : but 
whence was it? either from neceſſity, or hope, or 
both ; this is Chriſtian-like, but thar is bruitith, if 

it were ſufficient without t'other, bur 'tis not, for 
perpetuity would certainly render any evil intole 
able. oy 
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So that we are ſo far from being completely 
happy as long as any diſeaſe or inquierude of 
mind or body does attend us; that the hope of 
being delivered is the only argument that can 
afford us any ſolid and rational comfort in our 
afflictions : For as to fatality, hac ipſum eft, ſaid 
Auruſtus when one urg'd it; and for thedileaſe of 
Impatiency, 'ris (as one has excellently obſerv'd) 
no proper conſideration of comfort, but only an 
art of managing our trouble; ſo as not to make 
ir greater than really it is. 

2. The other part of our happineſs, and in- 
deed the main, we call poſitive, and conſfilts in 
the enjoyment of all good ; and is what St. John 
incends by their works following. thm ; i. e. they 
ſhall then receive all thoſe glorious rewards that 
God has promisd to good and righreous men for 
all their ſervice and obedience We ſhould in 
vain go abour to 'recount them, they are ſo many 
and ſo great, 

In two things the Scriptures chiefly place it ; 
in the Tiſio, and in the fruition of God. This 
# life Eternal, faith this very St. John in his Go- 
(pel, to know thee the only true God, arid Jeſns Chriſt ; 
and again in his 1 Ep. Ch. 3. v. 2. It doth not yet aps 
pear what we ſhall be ; but we know that when be doth 
appear we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 


The other is call'd the bemg with Chriſt, and the be- _ 
p 3. 
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ing united to him. St. John 17.21. That they all 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us. Bur this is nor to exclude 
the other inſtances of our happineſs, indeed it 
comprehends all the reſt. 

For what are all the pleaſures and contentments 
of the World, bur as ſo many rays of that Sun 
and emanations of that fountain ? 

They are all contain'd with much more per- 
fection in God, than they were created in their 
own natures: Whereupon it follows that the 
which are admitted into his preſence, have all 
the goodneſs and perfections of all the creatures 
in the world united in God. 

So that whateyer can delight either body or 
mind, there it is; nor will there be any room to 
with for or imagine more than what we have 
there being in him (asan ingenious man expreſ- 
ſerh it) ſuch a various Identity, that the iruiti- 
on of him art once ſatisfies and creates deſires , 
that without ſatiety, this withour diſquiet. 

3- To which it we add the ctrrnal duration of 
this ſtate, we attribute unto it a kind of compli- 
cation of Infinities, a potential Infinity in the f1b- 
jet, actual in the objec, and eternal in the con- 
tinuance of it : . 

Which fingle confideration is ſufficient to ad- 
vance it toan infinite preference aboye all earth- 
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ly things imaginable ; becauſe theſe things being 
founded in matter, and that being in continual 
flux and motion, here can be nothing perma- 
nent and laſting. Nor indeed would that be any 
addition to our preſent telicity. "Tis variety 
that makes theſe things appear excellent; their 
murabiliry, is both the lite and death of all pre- 
ſenr delights. 

A few repetitions make us abhor our food; 
in leſs thana night anda day we grow weary of 
our Beds ; and 'tis fo in all the other inſtances of 
our Nature, and 'tis more ſo in thoſe of our cor- 
ruption. 

Bur 'tis otherwiſe in the attainment of the ultj- 
mate end, where all our appetites are arreſted and 
detain d. 

Indecd we no fooner experience thele things in 
the fruition, but we Rraightway nauſcare them ; 
finding them (o pitifully allay'd with mixtures 
of evil, and prove ſo miſerably ſhort of what we 
defire and expect from them. Bur 'tis otherwiſe 


there, the excellency of thole Celeſtial Objects 


will diſappoint our expectation by their tranſcen- 
dency, as muchas in all other fruicions their em- 
ptinels is wont to do. 

So that Eternity , though bur a circumſtance 
which does only ſuperinduce a kind of extremity 
or perfe&ion to what it 1s conjoyn'd with; and 

may 
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may as well be drawn in to enhanſe our miſery, 
( for what more than this makes the condition of 
the damn'd fo horribly dreadtu], whereby they 
are excluded from all hope, che very ſed and 
lowell degree of feliciry ? ) Yer is it {0 neceſſary 
to what we are ſpeaking of, as that without it 
thoſe joys of Heaven, though otherwiſe abſolute 
and infinite, would ſuffer a contradiftion, and 
become imperfect : : And that nor only for the fu- 
cure, but the preſent, by introducing ſuch paſſi- 
ons as mult needs debaſe and allay the higheſt 
delights. 

So thar by being thus ſecur'd in the poſicſſion 
of our happineſs, we reccive thereby an un- 


{pcakable addition to it. 


II. Proceed we next to ſhew you the Security 
and Evidence, upon which this happincls is pro- 
mis'd and aſſerted, and whether it bear any pro- 
portion to our duty and the Ruvards of it, for lo, 
we are allow'd co call them ; though not upon 
the account of merit, yer by rcaſon of their ne- 
cellary connexion with, dependance upon, and 
thar kind (ſuch a one as 'tis ) of proportion they 
bear to each orher, 

There is a two-fold evidence God Almighty 
has given us, for the trengthning of our hope, 
and confirming of our faith, in the belief and 

cxp"Ctation 
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expectation of the other World. The firſt mn: 
ral , grounded upon the teſtimony of the Spirit ; 
the other I call ».twral, and is grounded 1n the 
things themlelves. 

1. The firit evidence of our future bliſs, is the 
ceſtimony of the Spirit, exprels in the Text, Nec, 
aith the Spir-t.Bur chen we muit have a care of whar 
kind of Teſtimony of the Spirit ie underſtand it : 
for, underſtand it as 'ris vulgarly taken, for fome 
act or operarion wrought in and upon vs, beſides 
the Enthuſt.lm of it, fain would I be fatisty'd, 
what validity can there be in {uch a teſtimony, as it 
ſelf needs ſomeching elſe ro confirm it 2 for fo this 
reſtimony of the Spirit is to be tryed by its con- 
cordance and agreement to the word of God : 
nor do | know any o:her way to diſtinguiſh ir 
from a morioa or ſuggeſtion of the Devil's be- 
ſides. And thoug! to err thus in this fingle in- 
ſtance may not be very pernicious, for I am not 
mighty tolicitous, low it was wrought, fo there 
be a firm perl'vaſton ta us of this eruch; yer ia 
other cafes I know how dangerous it is, nor is it 
fafe in this, for it leaves a paſſage open and'un- 
guarded to down-right Atheiſm, 

By the teſtmony of the Spirit therefore I un- 
derſtand the word of God, or the Scriptures as 
raade known and prov'd tous: to be deriv'd from 
this Divine Spirit, which. we may call. the out- 
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ward teſtimony thereof : for though St. John knew jc 
this by the other way, as moſt certainly all others ,, 
did who received any Revelation; yet never 

was any other than the perſon himſelf afſur'd that g 
way. <4 

Nor do I make degrees of more or leſs certain- , 
ty in the way or manner of the Spirit's revealing a {| 
thing ; for the Apoſtles were as well afſur'd of the 
infallibility of their do&trine before they wrought ; 
any miracles, as we are by them: but we were x 
not nor could be lo. | 

But this notwithſtanding, in reſpect of us we 
muſt admit of ſuch degrees ; for no body I hope 
will be ſo blaſphemous to equal ſuch private 
dictates: they have in their own breaſt to the di- 
vine authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

So then I make this to\be the moral evidence of 
future happineſs : God harhHaid it in his word. 
And this I call a moral certainty, not in oppoſiti- 
on to divine and iafallible; as they are fome- 
times contradiſtinguiſh'd ; but only to natural : 
for we can defire no greatcr evidence, we cannot | 
have a higher confirmation of any truth, than the 
veracity of Heaven to attelt it. 

| do not know any propoſition that carries 
greater ſelf-evidence than this, That God ought 
ro be believ'd in what he ſays ; and x ele 01 
though we may queſtion*the truth of the Revela- 


f ron, 


at the Funeral of My, Joſ. Glanvil. 


—_ 


i 


NeWxjon, 'tis impoſſible to do ſo of any thing we ac- 
thers knowledge to be lo revealed. 
ever $9 that the ſtreſs of this point lyes upon that 
that great and neceſſary preecognitum in our Religion ; 
namely, the Divine authority of the Holy Scri- 
4N- ptures. Upon which poſtulate it we proceed , 
19 2 there is asgreat certainty of the truth of this propo- 
the ſition, That good men ſhall c1joy erernal happi- 
git neſSafter this life ; as if we ſhould again hear that 
'CIe Daughter of voice, and God himlelt ſliould ſenſi- 
bly arrelt ir. 
WE 2. But there is another ground or evidence of 
PPE our future happineſs which I call natural, becauſe 
AC it depends upon that Intrinſick Relation and con- 
di- fentthere is berween goodneſs and it; the diffe- 
rence between them being only in degree, like 
of the dawning of the Morning to the luſtre of the 
rd. Noon. For what is it to be happy but to be uni- 
tl- ted to God ? and what does unite us to God bur 
'C- , Love? and what is the love of God but Religion ? 
's [And if you remove but all inward imperfecti- 
'ons, and all outward impediments, there remains 
no difference at all. So that Virtue and Pic- 
ty do not only diſpoſe and prepare us for Hea- 


he | 


-5 ven and Salvation, but we thereby receive and 
he experience the very beginnings and anticipations 
© :of it. ' 

4- 
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And though in reſpec of the mutability of otir 
will and affections toward God and goodnels in 
this world, we canzort be infallibly aflur'd of it 
as to our own particulars; becauſe everv alterati- 
on in the one produceth a like an{werable effet 
asto the other : Yet 1n the general we may, even 
from hence, be very well afſur'd hereot ; be- 
cauſe there is nothing more requir'd to th? com- 
pleating of our eſſential happinels, than an ad- 
vance and progreſſion in the fame vertuous 
track. | 

And however it looks in a Divine, if we will 
ſpeak rationally tothe thing, we mult allow the 
love and hatred of God to be the true natural 
cauſes of our ſalvation and damnation, even 
of their very eternity ; it being naturally im- 
poſſible ro be other than happy while we love 
God, and contrariwite if we hate him ; and this is 
the only inſtant cauſe of its continuation through 
all che durations of Eternity. And to remove 
your aſtoniſhment, ſee, how in this lowerf 
world, many {tupendous and admirable works} 
arc daily produc'd which were mean and un- 
noted while they lay hid and contain'd in the 
{cminal beginnings; after the ſame wonderful 
manner by divers minute gradations does this 
divine Creature grow up from its firſt formatj- 
on in our trembling and unſtable deſires, to 


the 
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the ſtature and perfection of Everlaſting Glory, 

And vet there remains leſs doubt if we 
take in the Conſideration of the Divine na- 
ture.» How elſe will you vindicate the TJu- 
tice of God in all the odd and confuſed oc- 
currences of this World 2 Where's your infiaite 
goodneſs and bounty , that ſuffers its ſervants 
always to be negle&ted ? what will become of 
an almighty and omnilcient Juſtice it ſinners are 
never call'd to an accompt ? Or one, or t'other 


cannot be. 


III. *Tis true indeed the compleating of this 
bliſs ( which brings us co our next head ) is nci- 
ther promis'd, nor to be had in this life. *Tis 
at Death theſe rewards become due and payabie. 


Dicique veatus 
Ante obitum nemo, ſupremdque funera poſſiz. 


It has been the conſtant method of Divine 
rovidence, to cauſe the moſt excellent things to 
itlow and ariſe from the moſt uncouth and 
unlikely. Thus in the Creation order ſprings 
from confuſion, and the Light is made to attend 
the darkneſs. 
Contrary to the methods obſerv'd by Na- 
ture, where the cauſes are ever more worthy 


C 2 than 
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than their effects from their firſt beginning down- 
ward. 

Now as he is pleas'd to tranſcend and deviate 
from the tra&ts and capacities of natural Agents, 
thereby to aſſert his Prerogative, and render his 
omnipotency more ns to the world : 
Sois heno leſs delighted to uſe the ſame receſſes 
in diſplaying his Grace; evermore uſhering in 
his mercies with the Black Rod , thereby in- 
hanſing and endearing our ſubſequent refreſh- 
ments. 

And though the goodnels of thoſe celeſtial in- 
habitants, and the happineſs of their condition, 
necd neither foyl nor artifice to render that or 
their acknowtedgements of the Divine favour 
grcater : Yet however if we conſider theſe things 
asa reward and incouragement of our obedience, 
the proceeding thus is but regular and neceſſary ; 
that weſhould do our work before we receive our 
wages, and finiſh our undertaking, before we de- | 
mand ſatisfaction. 

Earneſt and Security Heaven has vouchſaf'd 
us, but to depoſite the whole in hand, this 
were, not to encourage but bribe our Qbedi- 
ence. This were to Throy Morality, and turn 
Vertue into Nature, 


Nor 


Or 
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Nor yet is the Divine goodneſs leſs communi- 
cable in this life, but we are not ſo capable of re- 
ceiving It. 

For look as in Nature neither the ſingle excel- 
lency of the Object or the Agenr alone is ſufficiear 
to produce any notable effect, bur both are re- 
quir'd : So likewile in Religion, all the etftects 
of the divine grace and bounty ( though that be 
free and infinite ) are limited and derermin'd by 
our'capacities and reception. 

So that while our Appztites, thole 9x43 e>Juuiz, 
as they are call'd in Scripture, that are to be the 
receptacles of all this Glory, are, either reple- 
niſh'd with the vain and finful objc&s of this 
Life, or, are ſtraitned and contracted by the 
weakneſs and imperfection of this dull and lum- 
piſh matter, they mult be rid of the one and de- 
veſted of the other, and then, we ſhould be in- 
ſtantly happy. 

You have ſeen the happineſs of che Chriſtian 
man ; there are indeed encouragements of ano- 
ther nature, namely, earthly bleſſings and rem- 
poral rewards, our whole preſent inrgreſt, un- 
lefs it happen to interfere at any time with the 
other. Religion has deſcended to the ſecuring, 
of theſe too, and that not only by moral deſigna- 
tion, bur by a proper and natural efficiency; fo 
that we cannot better proſecute our preſent inte- 


reſt, 
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reſt, than by the methods of Religion. 


And by 


this gracious and happy complication of the 
© and the wy together, they are made to 
become helptul and aſſiſting jo each other, ſcr- 
ving reciprocally as a means or morive either to 


other. 


But this encouragement is neither proper ner 
adequate to Chriſtianity ; ſince it may be as well 
pur{u'd by natural, as by divine rules, better 
perhaps by diabolical arts than either, nothing 
experimentally ſo inriching men, / as ſordidnels, 
oppreſſion, and other violences and frauds. 
The Devil in all likelihood, giving the faireſt 
proſpect, and moſt likely poſſeſſion of the King- 


doms and glory of this world. - 


But they are things, I have ſhewn you, of a 
nature infinitely more ſublime, that Chriſtianity 
propounds to its obleryers ; The rewards of 
our Religion, exceeding as well the capaciries 


of our Nature, as all thoſe other things. 


N » 6 . F 
the attainment whereof, as all vicious practices 
are extremely contrary; ſo have all the 0- 


To; 


| 


thers Plyloſophick tranſaftions been miſerably | 


Vain. 


Some weak and glimmering light the Hea- | 


v 


then had of theſe things ; which itis not certain ? 
whether they colle&ted from ſome fragments of | 


rradition, Or extracted from the principles of} 
natu-p 
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natural reaſon ; but which way ever it came, it 
was ſo weak and imperte&, as {erv'd to ſhadowy, 
not help to diſcover, bur eclipſe the tranſcen- 
dent excellency of that State; till, as the Great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles faith, Life and Inmor- 
tality wire brought to lizht by the Goſpel: 

And indeed without this all other propoſals 
were unſuitable to its profeſſors, and difpro- 
portionate to the difficulty and ſeverities of Re- 
ligion. Cicero faith, © None ought to be deem'd 
« 2 vertuous or a juſt man, that will be allur'd 
« or affrighted from his duty, by any advan- 
«tage or diſadvantage whatever : Burt who, 
trow ye, would abide both thele, upon no 
other conſideration, than barely to have ated 
according to the ſentiments of right Reaſon, or 
in hope to acquire an inſignificant fame of Ver- 
rue, of which they could have no knowledge or 
remembrance after death ? 

And for this cauſe I judge the Stoicks more 
abſurd in their morals, than the Epicureans, 
conſidering the principles that is - upon which 
they built, For *tis the premiſe and not the 
inference of theirs, that's {o urg'd by the Apo- 
itle, Let us eat and drink, 1 Cor. 15. 32. But 
now the Chriſtian Religion propounds luch 
overtures to our Obedience and Patience , 
as 


1 Tim. 3, 
19. 
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as may jultly and reaſonably encourage us 
thereunto. 


IV. For a Concluſion, let us take in the Im- 
portance of that Phraſe of | dying in the Lord |] 
which relates primarily to Martyrdome ; but 
mult alſo be extended to as many as live! and dye 
in the faich of the Holy Jeſus. 

Thereſulr of all is this: That we would fo 
conſider this happineſs, as every of our great 
intereſt, that we forteit not our propriety | 
in, by a vicious and finful life. [here's no- 
thing elſe can render it hazardous or doubtful, 
but that, which indeed in the very nature of 
the thing renders it impoſſible. Let us nor 
repear E/au's folly, ſell our birth-right for a trifle ; 
and for the ſake of ſome pitiful luſt proſcribeour 
ſelves out of our celeſtial inheritance. 

Neither let us contemn our happineſs for be- 
ing feaſible. Were wilful poverty and certain 
Martyrdome, part of our duty, and inſepara- 
ble appendages of our Religion, there is centati- 
on enoughin the propoſals, ro make us conflict 
with the greateſt difficulties, and overcome them. F 

When Chriſtianity was thus attended , and þ 
had nothing elſe to recommend ir ſelf to the | 
world, belides the reaſonableneſs of its injuncti- 
Ons, 
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ws ons, with what holy violence did thoſe bleſſed 

Saints ſtorm Heaven, and with a ſtrange eager- 
m. neſs purſue Martyrdome ! But now as if the 
4] fervour of our Devotion were only kindled and 
fr maintain'd by Antiperiſtaſis : Now I ſay che 
ye Impediments are remov'd, and Religion is be- 


come a part of our Civil obedience, and made 
> neceſlary to our ſecular intereſts, and guarded 


= . with a great many other temporal Phylacteries, 
re- MEN are yet more hardly wrought upon to be 
\z. Religious, the conſideration of a fingle luſt ſhall 
ul, be able to weigh down all. 


'of And if any would ſeem to have a greater 
zeal for it than ordinary, as if they were in love 
le; with the troubles of Religion, and not the thing ; 
they ſuffer their heat to ſpend it ſelf in little 
piques and contentions , and about things of 
none or ill moment, in maintaining of par- 
ties, and oppoſing their Superiours, and not in 
Devotion, Obedience, Charity, Humility, and 
the like, as they ought. | 
In ſhort, Chriſtians, ler the thoughts of this 
yle(Tednel(s, excite our aftetions Heaven-ward, 

| an& quicken our endeayours: Let it animate 
ro OE z4inſt all difficulties, and buoy us up a- 
Q; Dove {| :dverſities; Ler ir cheer us in our 
a I dirty, Qi", t v2 . aMition, and comfort us in 
ng unto Chriſt, we may 
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. at laſt dye in him, and in the end be for ever 


bleſſed. 


And now to accommodate all ro our prefent 
caſe. Ir has pleas'd God to take away this extra- 
ordinary man, for ſuch, conſidering all things, 
we muſt needs allow him ; and becauſe 'twas 
ſomewewhat early, I think of Dr. Hammond's 
notion of 2=/ in the Text, the looner the better, 
the b=trer for him, no doubr. 

[ had once thoughtto have given you his Cha- 
racter, but Iam not aſham'd to tell you, 1 found 
me not able to do it worthy of him. And cal- 
ling to mind a faying of one of the Roman Hi- 
ſtorians, I ſoon defiſted from any further attempt 
of it; who when he was reckoning up ſome of 


the great men of that age, Yir2i and Ovid, Livie 


and Salyſt, and going to commend them, ſtops, 
and concludes thus : © But of men of Eminen- 
« cy, as their admiration is great, ſo is their cen- 
«ſure tull of difficulty, 

As to thoſe Relations that are more nearly in- 
rereſſed in this folemnity ; I would:beſeech them 
to remember, that all Indecency and. exceſs of 
Grief, for our deceaſed friends, muſt needs reflect 
upon the memory of the dead, or the diſcretion of 
the ſurvivers. God enable them to bear it: And 
ſupply this loſs to them by his Grace and Prov 
dence : Let me ſay, and to the Church of En- 


eland, 


ever land, by increaſing the number of ſuch men, of 


ſent 
xtra- 
ngs, 
Was 
one's 
trer, 


Cha- 
und 
cal- 
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no worle Learning, Integrity, and Courage ; 
that are able, and dare defend her againſt 
the encroachments of Popery and Fanati- 


cilme. 
Now to Go.l only wiſe be Glory through Jeſus C briſt 
for ever. Amen. 
OS © i * 


